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Dear friends,

The start of a new academic year provides an 
opportunity for our famillies and faculty to start 
fresh.  There are always many firsts, and lasts, for 
our seniors to pre-kindergarten students. At the 
beginning of this school year, our senior class 
of 2020 experienced their last, first day and we 
welcomed the class of 2033 for their first day of 
kindergarten.

No matter the age, the most important values we 
can instill is a love for learning and a love for community. At the beginning of 
the year and throughout a students’ entire educational experience, we want to 
build a sense of pride for our community. We do this through shared educational 
and social experiences informed by the rich opportunities that Elmira offers. To 
that end, we’re focused on using our schools and community partnerships in 
new ways so that our students and families are successful. Everyday, our students 
remind us that pride comes with success.

Express pride can be seen in our schools, during events, and throughout our 
community. Through our commitment to Community Schools programming, we 
are regularly blending family, school and community in meaningful ways. 

As you read this newsletter, you’ll learn more about our Express Pride in Elmira.  
You’ll also see that we are not only preparing our students to be career and 
college ready, but we are also helping to transform our community.

I ask you, how do you Express Pride? When we work together, we will succeed! 

Let’s Go Express!

Hillary Austin
Superintendent of Schools 
Elmira City School District

A Letter from our Superintendent

AN EARLY EXPRESS START | BIBS IN BAGS

Recently, we have teamed up with our partners 
in the Labor and Delivery unit of Arnot Health to 
reach our families on day one. Elmira families, 
delivering their babies at Arnot Health, receive 
“Bibs in Bags” full of information to welcome 
their brand new addition to the educational 
experience that awaits. The packet includes 
information on the important programs 
available to them from birth to school age 
ready!

This photo was captured on the first day of school at 
Pine City Elementary School. Building Principal Mrs. 
Rhonda Baran greeted an incoming pre-kindergarten 
student and his mom at the front door for a warm first 
impression of the educational experience that awaits!

EXPRESS PRIDE

We love this photo of the Marks family of Elmira sporting their Express Pride! This photo, taken on September 14 at the 
Ernie Davis Academy field, captures a moment just after Tyler (Varsity Express Football Player) is reunited with his family 
after the game. His sister, a ‘19 Elmira High School graduate, was home from college visiting her family and to watch her 
brother play for the Express. #ExpressPride

From Left:  Jim (‘98 Southside), Sydney (’19 EHS), Tyler (Sophomore at EHS) and Amber Marks (Proud Express Mom).

GENERATIONS DEEP
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Broadway Elementary School’s Courtyard received a facelift as part of a community project by our very own 
Express students. The Broadway courtyard has been enhanced through a collaboration between Keileen 
Brown (Elmira High School student) earning her Girl Scout Gold Award and Broadway Elementary’s art 
classes! For Kindness week last year, Ms. Bagonis facilitated the painting of kindness rocks by each and every 
student in the Elementary building. These beautiful artisan stones now line the courtyard.  And the flora and 
fauna of the gardens are now labeled as a laboratory for outdoor learning! 

We are so proud of our Express students for giving back to their school communities!

RE-IMAGINING THE SCHOOL COURTYARD

Our Riverside students are encouraged to take 
a stroll down the newly installed sensory walk 
connecting the playground, cafeteria and 
the classroom hallways. Just like grown-ups, 
our students experience a range of feelings 
throughout the day and emotional education 
is an important component of our educational 
experience in Elmira. 

A SENSORY PATH
WITH PURPOSE

A sensory path is a colorful, creative and 
playful way for kids to build sensory pathways 
-- connections in the brain that are responsible 
for sight, touch, sound, etc., which enable kids to 
complete complex, multi-stage tasks. A sensory 
path is a great way for kids to develop motor skills 
like balance, hand-eye coordination, and spatial 
awareness, and is normally made with stickers 
that can be stuck to any surface.

WHAT IS A SENSORY PATH?

For our young students, the playground is often the center of their social worlds. It is the place where friendships 
start, social networks form, and the rigors of the classroom seem far away. While often dismissed as “just fun,” our 
educators know that play is the vital activity that children use to learn about and interact with their world.  

Each of our eight elementary buildings in Elmira offer state-of-the-art playground features including age (and size) 
appropriate equipment that are fit for fun and exercise. Although the winter months in Upstate New York often 
make it challenging to go outside everyday throughout the school year, we make sure that our students have an 
opportunity to breathe the fresh air necessary for their developing minds and bodies.  

After all, we know that creativity, collaboration, and curiosity in our natural environment fosters an ability to self-direct 
play and develop new skills on how to connect with others. 

Outdoor play is a vital component of our Health and Wellness program. 

THE POWER OF PLAY

Children can find it challenging to fit in during playtime. 
In a school setting a friendship bench may also be 
known as a buddy bench, and is a special place in a 
school playground where a child can go when they 
want someone to talk to. Initiatives like the “Buddy 
Bench” help students gain the mental, physical and 
social skills necessary to succeed as responsible citizens.

BUDDY BENCHES INVITE FRIENDSHIP TO THE PLAYGROUND 
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HOPE SQUAD
The Hope Squad is a new school-based peer support program that empowers selected 
students to take action to improve the school environment. Through a collective partnership 
between Abby’s Paws, Chemung County and the Elmira City School District, Hope Squads 
are being created across the District. 

At the primary level (4-6), elementary students will focus on self-esteem, positive self-image, 
coping strategies, and positive choices. 

At the secondary level (7-12), the Hope Squad will be a support team of partners with local 
mental health agencies. Peers will select students who are trustworthy and caring individuals 
to join the Hope Squad. Squad members will be trained to watch for at-risk students, provide 
friendship, identify suicide-warnings, and seek help from adults.

Hope Squad members are not taught to act as counselors, but rather, are educated on how 
to recognize signs of suicide contemplation, and how to properly and respectfully report 
this to an adult. Hope Squads are the eyes and ears of the school. They are comprised of 
students who are trained to watch for at-risk students–provide friendship, identify warning 
signs, and seek help from adults.

  SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING

Two of our Elmira teachers, Mr. Roe and Mrs. Cook 
from Beecher Elementary, are implementing their 
Pulse Meter across the District. A proven system 
they created to use with their Beecher students, the 
Pulse Meter offers a unique software for teachers 
to use with their students as a safe and fun check-
in at the beginning of each day. Coded with 
emojicons, students can select the expressive emoji 
that depicts their mood.  Teachers then use this tool 
as a way to check-in with their students through 
authentic dialogue.  A social science called 
Restorative Practice, our educators in Elmira are 
using questioning techniques in hopes of inducing 
empathy, self-reflection and accountability among 
students and each other. 

“This is an excellent tool for children to learn to 
identify their emotions and is accompanied by 
lessons on how to “get back into green zone,” says 
Mrs. Mary Cox, Principal of Fassett Elementary.

On November 7 and 8, our Intermediate Students in Grades 3-6 
joined author Doug Cornfield and special guest Dave Clark for 
an interactive assembly and book reading. A Pound of Kindness 
is a true story from the childhood of Dave Clark, the only 
professional baseball player to pitch from crutches. With a local 
Corning connection, this program showed our local students 
what is absolutely possible! BONUS: Through a Federal Literacy 
Grant, the District was able to purchase 500 copies of the book to 
be added to classroom libraries!

A POUND OF KINDNESS

TAKING THE PULSE

POSITIVE CULTURE, CLIMATE AND CHARACTER 
As a key pillar in our Community Schools initiative, social and emotional learning in our schools 
is essential for our students to learn self-awareness and empathy. Students from across the 
District are experiencing a variety of lessons on mental health and mindfulness as a means to 
academic success. Our educators and community agency partners engage our students in 
learning, behaving positively, and performing academically. Social and emotional learning 
provides a foundation for safe and positive learning, and enhances students' ability to 
succeed in school, careers, and life.

Mrs. Allison’s Pre-K students, Savannah 
Hughes and Brynleigh Adams, at Fassett 
Elementary check-in with the Pulse Meter.
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EXTENDED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS

It seems unlikely that students would willingly sign-up to stay after school for more learning. But that’s not the case in Elmira 
- in fact, extended day programming is very popular among our students and families.  Our staff works creatively to offer 
enrichment that is not only engaging but also educational. From grades two through 12, students of the Elmira City School 
District have the opportunity to extend their learning throughout the school year. As a key pillar to our Community Schools 
initiative, we are committed to providing our students with a safe and engaging place to continue their learning, even after 
regular school hours. Most importantly, our after school programs keep kids safe and give working parents an educational 
alternative to after school care. Students who attend after school programs are also more likely to attend school more often, 
get better grades, and are more likely to graduate. 

DIVEN + TANGLEWOOD | WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE

Family engagement is a cornerstone of our Community Schools 
programming. In each building, we staff a Family and Community 
Outreach Coordinator as a liaison between school, family and 
community.  Our Community Schools programming offers 50+ 
programs, from health services to extended learning, and our 
Outreach Coordinators communicate directly with families as a 
way to make meaningful connections. Just last month, our friends 
(furry and human) from Tanglewood Nature Center joined our Diven 
Dolphins for an evening family event called “Where the Wild Things 
Are.” Bridging learning between our students’ school and home 
families through extended learning opportunities like this is one of 
the most important aspects of our Community Schools philosophy. 

CHAMPIONS OF CHANGE
Elmira City School District’s Board of 
Education was recognized this fall by 
the New York State Board of Education 
Association for its commitment to 
after school learning. Our after school 
programs, free and available to 
students in grades 2-12, include an 
immersive experience in all areas 
of both academics and character 
development.

Offering free and accessible extended 
learning opportunities is one of the most 
important aspects of our Community 
Schools philosophy. 

#GoExpress!

A K-9 UNIT OF KINDNESS | UNCONDITIONAL PUPPY LOVE

“Students will talk to a dog sometimes when 
they are not comfortable talking to anyone 
else.  A dog listens without interruption and 
provides a judgement free atmosphere. They 
don’t care what your background is -- they just 
listen and love,” says Kim Stanton, SafeZones 
Coordinator. 

”

From reading buddies to confidants, therapy dogs are often a safe 
and comfortable haven for students who are experiencing a variety 
of emotions. Our therapy dogs help children focus, improve literacy 
skills, provide non-stressful, non-judgmental environments, and can 
increase self-confidence in our students. 

Volunteers from the Kramer Foundation, a local organization 
that provides certified therapy dogs for educational programs, 
counseling agencies, and schools, brought their furry friends to the 
“Rachel’s Challenge” event at Broadway Academy this fall. The 
volunteer dogs were there for support during an emotional assembly 
inspired by Rachel Joy Scott, the first victim of the Columbine school 
tragedy of 1999. 

Rachel’s Challenge promotes positive climate and 
culture in our schools and challenges students to 
be kind to their classmates and to be a part of a 
positive change to school climate. 

TOP DOGS

The after school aspect of our Community Schools model is divided into three components and by grade level. 
The ARCADE program is for grades two through six at Hendy, Beecher, Broadway and Coburn elementary schools. Activities 
include homework help, tutoring, physical fitness, adventure-based learning, STEM projects, fine arts, service learning and 
cooking/nutrition instruction. In grades seven through nine, students at Broadway Academy and Ernie Davis Academy 
participate in APEX. Activities include tutoring, homework help, library and computer time, motor sports science and radio-
controlled car racing challenge, career exploration, life skills development, robotics, athletic activities and a summer transition 
program. At Elmira High School, students participate in ESAP (Elmira Students Achieve and Prepare) program. Enrichment 
activities include STEM, arts, fitness, mentoring, social and emotional learning, and college and career readiness. The program 
includes an opportunity to take Corning Community College classes credited toward an Associates Degree.
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“The after-school 
activities not only keep 
students in a safe 
environment beyond 
the regular school day, 
but also complement 
and augment classroom 
learning. We are 
always looking for new 
and fun ways to invite 
families in to the school 
for events. Between 
school, family and 
community - together 
we can succeed,” says 
Jay Hillman, Director of 
Educational Services. 

”
HENDY HALLOWEEN MIXER FOR A GREATER CAUSE 

Hendy and Diven Elementary students, along with Hendy PFO, 
collected 497 non-perishable food items at their Halloween Mixer and 
made a wonderful contribution to the Food Bank of the Southern Tier. 
Family, School, Community: Together We Succeed!
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NEW PATHS | CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AT ERNIE DAVIS ACADEMY 

For the last two summers and modestly throughout the year, the classrooms and hallways of Ernie Davis 
Academy have been transformed to allow for learning in the 21st Century. In addition to the STEAM Innovation 
Suite that was completed last year, students and faculty are now also enjoying upgrades throughout the 
auditorium, gymnasium, cafeteria, classrooms and hallways. Classrooms are set up with collaboration in mind 
- offering the most up-to-date technology for real-time collaboration among work groups. The auditorium now 
offers upgraded seating with floor lights for safety, new flooring, and performance quality upgrades to the stage. 
Built with an overflow of natural light and a peek into the EDA Courtyard, a new hallway now connects the 
cafeteria to the classroom hallways for a streamlined traffic flow. The gynmasium is now optimally illuminated 
with new energy efficient high bay LED lighting. Finally, the school’s food services area has been renovated with 
state-of-the-art food preparation equipment and significant upgrades to the customer experience. 

“A new check-in area now greets 
our visitors at the front entrance of 
EDA with both safety and quality 
experience in mind. The Main Office 
is the hub of our school for families, 
faculty, community and students. 
Offering a streamlined and efficient 
area for check-in each day allows 
us to most effectively manage 
the incoming and outgoing flow 
of people every day,” says Carrie 
Rollins, Principal of Ernie Davis 
Academy.
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The Doctor Is In | Beecher Clinic

FROM NEW YORK FARM TO SCHOOL CAFETERIA

Through the dentistry education assemblies, students are learning 
that  some foods have a positive effect on dental health.  That’s why 
our Food Service staff has begun introducing New York state dairy 
and produce into our school meal planning.

This fall, our students enjoyed the seasonal bounty of New York State, 
sinking their healthier teeth into NYS pears and apples. 

Serving locally-sourced, fresh produce advances our Health and 
Wellness programming for students and staff.
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School-based dental programs are 
one of the most efficient ways to reach 
children and their parents. For the 
second year, students of the Elmira City 
School District will be able to receive 
a free dental screening, tooth brush, 
and floss. Through Mosaic Health 
(formerly RPCN Rushville Community 
Health Center), a Denistry team is 
visiting our schools and teaching our 
children how to floss and brush their 
teeth the correct way, what snacks are 
healthiest, and how plaque and decay 
process happens. This is the beginning 
of a comprehensive Denistry service 
available to our Elmira students. 

Smile for Dental Health

Enrollment forms are passed out directly to students 
during the assembly.  Other services that parents/
guardians may request are dental exams by a pediatric 
dentist, dental cleanings, fluoride treatments and dental 
sealants (if recommended). Most services are offered 
in school and during the day for the convenience of 
students and famililes. 

HEALTHY SMILES

THE HEALTH CLINIC
AT BEECHER IN PARTNERSHIP WITH ARNOT HEALTH

ELMIRA CITY SCHOOLS FAMILY HEALTH SICK CARE CLINIC AT BEECHER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Clinic is open to all Elmira City School District students and is located at Beecher Elementary School 
(310 Sullivan St., Elmira, NY)

School Office – 735-3501

2019-2020 School Year Hours of Operation
 
Monday’s 8 am - Noon
Wednesday’s 1 - 3 pm
Friday’s 8 am -  Noon

Basic illness and injury care – no stitches, casts/splints, etc. – can provide rapid strep tests

• Sprains and strains
• Cold and flu
• Earache
• Asthma
• Skins rashes and Pink-eye: for diagnosis of cause, treatment, and clearance to return to school
• Ill child – usual healthcare provider not available, family has no regular provider, or parent does not have transportation to 
usual provider
• Chronic/recurrent head lice
• Evaluation of possible concussion – with gym / sports excuse if needed
• Healthcare navigator to assist families with insurance issues, help them find a medical home, etc. – “undoctored” patients 
will be directed to Primary Care and/or
Family Medicine physicians.
• All services provided at no charge
• This is not a well care clinic – athletic physicals may be offered periodically but are not a regular service of the clinic.

NOTE: Immunizations are not given at the clinic.

+
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ROOM AT THE TABLE FOR FRIENDSHIP AND ROLE MODELS

13

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER: A JOB WITH MANY ROLES

As a reward for positive behavior, Officer Rice of Beecher Elementary School opens his office door, 
clears his desk (and lunch hour)  and invites students in for lunch.

Building positive relationships helps to improve student behavior and school culture. 
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Positive Relationships with Law Enforcement THE BEECHER LUNCH BUNCH

In the last two years, we have added School Resource Officers to our 
elementary buildings as a way to positively introduce law enforcement to 
our young students. This initiative in Elmira, in partnership with the Chemung 
County Sheriff’s Department, is part of a national movement to add police 
officers to school personnel. While the primary responsibility of school law 
enforcement personnel is to maintain a safe environment, the role of our 
officers often goes beyond law enforcement and we often see our officers 
serve as educators, emergency managers, and informal counselors.

“Our Officers go above and beyond the call 
of duty often during the course of a school 
day. From tying shoes to giving high fives and 
playing ball on the school yard, our officers 
are seen as heroes by our young students. The 
kids light up with smiles every time a uniformed 
officer walks into the room,” says Heather 
Donovan, Principal at Riverside Elementary 
School. 

”



If you’ve attended an athletic event recently, you would have noticed the 
monumental mural now on display near the entrance of Elmira High School’s 
Gymnasium. This mural, depicting our very own Express Athletes, was a gift from the 
Student Council of Elmira High School. 

This powerful public display of Express Pride represents our strength as a community.

1615

EXPRESS Extras | Arts and Athletics #GoExpress
Express Pride can be seen in our schools, during events, and throughout our community. From student athletics to the 
arts, there are always exciting opportunities to Express Pride! 

New Mural | Elmira High School
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AN EYE ON THE PRIZE

Elmira Express Girls Soccer clinch 8th 
straight STAC West title!

Our Elmira Express Athletics is pleased to announce that we are now LIVE streaming 
all games on the Ernie Davis Academy turf online for our fans to watch on the NFHS 
Network. To subscribe, please visit:

elmiracityschools.com/district/department/athletics and subscribe to watch live. 
Please note there is a monthly subscription fee. 

WANT TO SUPPORT THE EXPRESS FROM HOME? 

Elmira students celebrated the Self Love Youth Project - a 7 month project that guided members of the 
Safezones youth group through creative expression projects to discover what self-love and appreciation 
means! The Elmira High School Choir joined in the celebration, performing during the student-written play at 
the Community Arts of Elmira in September. 

SELF LOVE AND MUSICAL EXPRESSION

Our Express Marching Band collaborated with the Corning Hawks Band at a 
recent game -- true COMMUNITY pride!  

#GoExpress

#ExpressPride
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ICYMI You Tell Us

Elmira City School District
September 30, 2019 at 12:02 PM |   

JOIN OUR TEAM

Looking for your next 
opportunity? Consider joining 

our team to make a difference. 

LEARN MORE:  

elmiracityschools.com/employment 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

SALUTE THE SCHOLARS
On September 12, we hosted a Summer 
Graduation commencement ceremony for summer 
school students who completed all requirements for 
their High School diploma.
 
Congratulations Graduates!

Taxes can be paid in two 
installments. The first installment due 
by Oct. 31, 2019, and the second 
installment is due by March 31, 2020.

PAY YOUR TAX BILL ONLINE

Pay your tax bill online using your Visa, Mastercard, 
American Express, or Discover card. A convenience 
fee of 2.65% for credit card payments and $1.50 per 
e-check transaction will be collected by the online 
payment provider, not by the Elmira City School District.

Payments can also be mailed to School Tax Collector, 
P.O. Box 5504, Binghamton, NY 13902-5504.

elmiracityschools.com/district/department/
business_office/tax_information

Sara Lattin   Randy Reid
President   Vice-President

   
Ruth Bruning
Rose Drake
Scott Moore 
Josh Palmer 
Ron Shaw
Kevin Sullivan 
Deborah White 

BOARD OF EDUCATION

Hillary J. Austin 
Elmira City School District

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

OUR PEOPLE

STAY CONNECTED

#GOEXPRESS

WELCOMING OUR
NEW STUDENT BOARD

REPRESENTATIVES TO THE 
2019-20 ACADEMIC YEAR

Kaylee Hassen
Student Representative

Jaden Burchard
Student Representative

Building strong character in students is one of the most valued 
opportunities we have through school sports. It is also no secret 
that our Express Soccer programs are champions on and off 
the field, serving as role models for the younger rising athletes of 
Elmira.

The Soccer teams have certainly gotten the attention from fans 
and opponents for their talent on the field but the programs’ 
focus remains on what student athletes are doing off the field. 
Character Education is one of the most important lessons the 
program brings.

For the past three years, the Elmira Express Boys Varsity soccer 
team has played a game against a group of younger kids. The 
two teams played for an hour at Eldridge park soccer fields.

Our Girls Varsity Soccer team is building morale among the rising 
generation as well. Several parents took notice to the full Express 
Varsity Team as they sat along the sidelines of an U8 team game. 
The Varsity athletes clapped and cheered to support the young 
players, serving as nothing short of heroes.

We aren’t building teams, we are building a program!

#GoExpress

18

We’re listening. Please connect with us 
on social media and share your positive 
stories about the Elmira City School 
District. Use #GoExpress when posting! 

@ECSD_Schools on Twitter, or Elmira City 
School District on Facebook. 
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SCHOOL TAXES
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“Passing down Express Pride to our youngest generation will 
bring our community together. Creating a sense of pride 
within our schools allows us to tell the world what we are really 
about.””
Elmira High School Junior, Class of ‘21

Express Pride
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